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5. (a) Explain the growth of Hasidism in the time of Baal Shem Tov. [20]

Baal Shem Tov, or Besht as he has become to be known, was a charismatic leader and founded what
is to be called Hasidism inspiring people to worship God and keep his commandments in a simple
but joyous way. Overall, his energy and vision started a revolutionary and populist movement within
Judaism which provided a new direction to Jewish thought and revitalised worship, characterized by
both singing and dancing.

The growth and development of Hasidism in his life time was not easy. There were clear reasons for
Basht to develop Hasidism but also challenges that he faced in the early days.

One of the reasons that Hasidism grew was that there was the pressure of the ‘Enlightenment’
movement in the 18" century whereby Jews were faced with modernisation that could have meant
a loss of identity through assimilation into the changes in both thought and culture. This was, for
many Jews, a make or break situation and the attraction of maintaining strict Jewish traditions, but
also embracing innovations that did not directly challenge this, was appealing.

In addition to this, during the 18" century in Europe, Jews were facing anti-Semitic riots and specific
pogroms which often led to a loss of faith and practice of Judaism amongst Jews through fear of
being targeted. It was also difficult for Jews to live, worship and study in traditional ways due to the
overtly unique and different nature of Jewish dress and lifestyle.

However, in the midst of all this emerged Besht; Baal Shem Tov was a charismatic leader who
inspired people to worship God and to keep the commandments in a simple but joyous way through
singing and dancing. It could be claimed that this had the effect of revitalising Judaism and arguably
was a morale booster for many oppressed Jews and so had a major impact on the growth of the
movement that soon came to be known as Hasidism.

One of the new developments Besht promoted was to adopt a new prayer rite that stressed the
importance of sincere prayer and the practice of spiritual attachment to God (devekut). Besht also
modified the liturgy of Judaism; he introduced recitation of Psalms on the Sabbath with prayers and
recitations in the vernacular (the Yiddish dialects of the particular areas). It was almost like a stand
of solidarity within Judaism, by a modernisation within, without compromising traditional values and
practices. This made Hasidism a popular refuge for Jews and helped its growth.

For Besht, the original leader, the role of leadership became vital. The appointed leader was known
as a rebbe, or, tsaddik meaning ‘righteous man’ and became more of a central figure than the
traditional rabbi. The rebbe was to be both a charismatic leader and spiritual guide, known more for
his saintliness and being a religious mentor than for his learning, unlike the traditional role of a
rabbi. The rebbe was also believed to be the channel through which the divine grace flows in order
to bring blessings. Therefore, having a close relationship with the rebbe was essential. This focus on
the leader as one to turn to and depend upon was also a vital feature that explained the growth of
Hasidism.

Although there was opposition to the Baal Shem Tov’s movement in the form of the Mitnagdim and
Orthodox Jews who found Hasidism revolutionary and religiously liberal, this only served to make
Hasidism stronger. To make matters worse and to add to external persecution of Jews, there was
also a challenge from within Judaism, through the active role taken by the Gaon of Vilna, the anti-
Hasidic Talmudist, in initiating steps to oppose Hasidism through excommunication, leading to
further persecution, verbal abuse, and violence. Despite all the challenges and persecutions,





Hasidism did grow and the opposition to it appeared only to serve the contrary effect of making it
stronger.










5.(a) Explain the growth of Hasidism in the time of Baal Shem Tov. [20]

In this essay | will write about Hasidism and Baal Shem Tov and explain how it has developed
including its distinctive features.

Baal Shem Tov was born as Israel Ben Eliezer. His parents were old and he was brought up in the
Ukraine. At an early age he became an orphan and grew up in poverty. He was taken in by a Jewish
family and went to the local Jewish elementary school. The Jewish virtual library states: ‘He would
wander in the fields and forests surrounding his home and seclude himself, pouring out his heart to
God. Young Yisrael had an unusually strong emotional relationship with God.’

Overall, there is very little detail about his early life as the encyclopedia says ‘The Besht’s life has
been so adorned with fables and legends that a biography in the ordinary historical sense is not
possible.” We know more about his adult role when he became involved with the synagogue as a
caretaker. This gave him the the opportunity to study and develop in Judaism and he attained an
outstanding level of knowledge in the entire body of Jewish knowledge. Despite this achievement,
he lived a very simple life and the local townspeople were completely ignorant of his status.

He then got married but unfortunately and very sadly his wife passed away. Following the death of
his wife he moved to a town near Brody where he was given a job as a teacher, teaching very young
children. It was in Brody where he met Rabbi Ephraim of Brody and the Rabbi was so impressed with
Israel that he gave his daughter, Leah Rochel, in marriage to Israel. Rabbi Ephraim sadly died but his
wife’s brother Gershon Kitover was a major scholar and also a Rabbi. Gershon was not impressed
with Israel at first because of his meagre appearance. Together they moved away to a small
mountain village and Israel became a kept man whilst he spent his time in study and worship.

Finally, in 1734, at the age of thirty-six years, Rabbi Yisrael emerged as a self-proclaimed holy man
and was given the name Baal Shem Tov which means master of the name because of his excellent
reputation and then he moved to the Ukraine to live.

Besht, as he came to be known, was a charismatic leader and he inspired people to worship God and
keep his commandments in a simple but joyous way. His influence spread quickly through Ukraine
and through to Poland. Characteristic of his teachings were a simple lifestyle and singing and dancing
in worship. His movement became known as Hasidism which means ‘piety’ and reflects the idea of
living a pious life that centred on prayer, a love of God and love of others. He taught that even the
simplest Jew could access the teachings of Judaism as found in the Kabbalah.
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A Level Generic Band Descriptors

Band

Assessment Objective AO1 — Part (a) questions 20 marks
Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of religion and belief, including:

religious, philosophical and/or ethical thought and teaching
influence of beliefs, teachings and practices on individuals, communities and societies
cause and significance of similarities and differences in belief, teaching and practice

approaches to the study of religion and belief.

17-20 marks

Thorough, accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.

An extensive and relevant response which answers the specific demands of the question set.

The response demonstrates extensive depth and/or breadth. Excellent use of evidence and examples.
Thorough and accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate.
Insightful connections are made between the various approaches studied.

An extensive range of views of scholars/schools of thought used accurately and effectively.

Thorough and accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context.

13-16 marks
Accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.
A detailed, relevant response which answers the specific demands of the question set.
The response demonstrates depth and/or breadth. Good use of evidence and examples.
Accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate.
Purposeful connections are made between the various approaches studied.
A range of scholarly views/schools of thought used largely accurately and effectively.
Accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context.

9-12 marks
Mainly accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.
A satisfactory response, which generally answers the main demands of the question set.
The response demonstrates depth and/or breadth in some areas. Satisfactory use of evidence and examples.
Mainly accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate.
Sensible connections made between the various approaches studied.
A basic range of scholarly views/schools of thought used.
Mainly accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context.

5-8 marks

Limited knowledge and understanding of religion and belief. Basic level of accuracy and relevance.

A basic response, addressing some of the demands of the question set.

The response demonstrates limited depth and/or breadth, including limited use of evidence and examples.
Some accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate.

Makes some basic connections between the various approaches studied.

A limited range of scholarly views/schools of thought used.

Some accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context.

1-4 marks

Very limited knowledge and understanding of religion and belief. Low level of accuracy and relevance.

A very limited response, with little attempt to address the question.

The response demonstrates very limited depth and/or breadth. Very limited use of evidence and examples.
Little or no reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate.

Little or no use of scholarly views/schools of thought.

Very few or no connections made between the various approaches studied.

Some grasp of basic specialist language and vocabulary.

N.B. A maximum of 2 marks should be awarded for a response that only demonstrates
'knowledge in isolation’

. No relevant information.
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Explain the growth of Hasidism in the time of Baal Shem Tov.

[AO1 20]

Candidates could include some or all of the following, but other relevant
points should be credited.

Baal Shem Tov (Israel ben Eliezer) was known for his meditative nature
who, despite being a poor orphan, became a great scholar and mystic.
During his lifetime Jews were facing anti-Semitic riots and pogroms and
this often led to a loss of faith. It was also difficult for Jews to worship and
study in traditional ways.

Baal Shem Tov was a charismatic leader who inspired people to worship
God and to keep the commandments in a simple but joyous way e.g.
through singing and dancing. It could be claimed that this had the effect of
revitalising Judaism and this Hasidic (‘pious’) activity spread throughout
Poland and the Ukraine.

Hasidism adopted a new prayer rite — Baal Shem Tov stressed the
importance of sincere prayer and the practice of devekut (attachment to
God) and that people should always have God in their thoughts; with
proper use of prayer, one can see the divine as it is manifest in the
creation.

The Baal Shem Tov modified the liturgy; he introduced recitation of
Psalms on the Sabbath with prayers and recitations in the vernacular (the
Yiddish dialects of the particular areas).

The rebbe (tzaddik/righteous man) became the central figure. The rebbe
was a charismatic leader and spiritual guide. The rebbe was known more
for his saintliness and being a religious mentor than for his learning (unlike
the traditional role of a rabbi). The rebbe was believed to be the conduit
through which the divine grace flows in order to bring blessings, therefore
having a close relationship with the rebbe was essential.

The movement of the Baal Shem Tov became known as Hasidism (piety)
which indicated the importance of living a pious life that revolved around
prayer, a love of God and love of one’s fellow man. He taught that even
the simplest Jew could access the teachings of the Kabbalah.

There was greater emphasis on worship rather than the traditional study
of the Torah as this appealed to the less educated who might previously
have felt excluded from the religion.

There was opposition to the Baal Shem Tov’'s movement in the form of the
Mitnagdim and Orthodox Jews who found Hasidism revolutionary and
religiously liberal. This threatened to stilt the growth of Hasidism at times
but overall only served to make Hasidism stronger.

This is not a checklist, please remember to credit any valid alternatives.










5. (a) Explain the growth of Hasidism in the time of Baal Shem Tov. [20]

Baal Shem Tov, or Besht as he has become to be known, was a charismatic leader and founded what
is to be called Hasidism inspiring people to worship God and keep his commandments in a simple
but joyous way. Overall, his energy and vision started a revolutionary and populist movement within
Judaism which provided a new direction to Jewish thought and revitalised worship, characterized by
both singing and dancing.

The growth and development of Hasidism in his life time was not easy. There were clear reasons for
Basht to develop Hasidism but also challenges that he faced in the early days.

One of the reasons that Hasidism grew was that there was the pressure of the ‘Enlightenment’
movement in the 18" century whereby Jews were faced with modernisation that could have meant
a loss of identity through assimilation into the changes in both thought and culture. This was, for
many Jews, a make or break situation and the attraction of maintaining strict Jewish traditions, but
also embracing innovations that did not directly challenge this, was appealing.

In addition to this, during the 18" century in Europe, Jews were facing anti-Semitic riots and specific
pogroms which often led to a loss of faith and practice of Judaism amongst Jews through fear of
being targeted. It was also difficult for Jews to live, worship and study in traditional ways due to t
overtly unique and different nature of Jewish dress and lifestyle.

However, in the midst of all this emerged Besht; Baal Shem Tov was a charismatic leader who
inspired people to worship God and to keep the commandments in a simple but joyous way through
singing and dancing. It could be claimed that this had the effect of revitalising Judaism and arguably
was a morale booster for many oppressed Jews and so had a major impact on the growth of the
movement that soon came to be known as Hasidism.

One of the new developments Besht promoted was to adopt a new prayer rite that stressed the
importance of sincere prayer and the practice of spiritual attachment to God (devekut). Besht also
modified the liturgy of Judaism; he introduced recitation of Psalms on the Sabbath with prayers and
recitations in the vernacular (the Yiddish dialects of the particular areas). It was almost like a stand
of solidarity within Judaism, by a modernisation within, without compromising traditional values and
practices. This made Hasidism a popular refuge for Jews and helped its growth. @

For Besht, the original leader, the role of leadership became vital. The appointed leader was known

as a rebbe, or, tsaddik meaning ‘righteous man’ and became more of a central figure than the
traditional rabbi. The rebbe was to be both a charismatic leader and spiritual guide, known more for
his saintliness and being a religious mentor than for his learning, unlike the traditional role of a

rabbi. The rebbe was also believed to be the channel through which the divine grace flows in order

to bring blessings. Therefore, having a close relationship with the rebbe was essential. This focus on
the leader as one to turn to and depend upon was also a vital feature that explained the growth of@
Hasidism.

Although there was opposition to the Baal Shem Tov’s movement in the form of the Mitnagdim and
Orthodox Jews who found Hasidism revolutionary and religiously liberal, this only served to make
Hasidism stronger. To make matters worse and to add to external persecution of Jews, there was
also a challenge from within Judaism, through the active role taken by the Gaon of Vilna, the anti-
Hasidic Talmudist, in initiating steps to oppose Hasidism through excommunication, leading to @
further persecution, verbal abuse, and violence. Despite all the challenges and persecutions,
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Sticky Note

A good introduction. Concise and sets
the answer in context.



Sticky Note

A brief but perceptive observation that the road to developing Hasidism was not always easy.



Sticky Note

First explanation of growth: the Enlightenment, the age of reason that threatened assimilation.



Sticky Note

Another reason for growth influenced by
anti-Semitism.



Sticky Note

The growth was not just ‘push’ factors
but Besht offered an attractive alternative to assimilation
and a refuge and stance against anti-Semitism.



Sticky Note

Explores the idea of Beshy making
Judaism more accessible to all.



Sticky Note

A closeness to the Rebbe helped
Hasidism to grow. A well explained paragraph.



Sticky Note

The answer then identifies opposition
and challenges but explains that these only served ‘serve
the contrary effect of making it stronger. ’





Hasidism did grow and the opposition to it appeared only to serve the contrary effect of making it
stronger.
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Sticky Note

Overall, a very good, mature and well
explained answer. Band 5 20 marks.










5.(a) Explain the growth of Hasidism in the time of Baal Shem Tov. [20]

In this essay | will write about Hasidism and Baal Shem Tov and explain how it has develop
including its distinctive features.

Baal Shem Tov was born as Israel Ben Eliezer. His parents were old and he was brought up in the
Ukraine. At an early age he became an orphan and grew up in poverty. He was taken in by a Jewish
family and went to the local Jewish elementary school. The Jewish virtual library states: ‘He would
wander in the fields and forests surrounding his home and seclude himself, pouring out his heart to
God. Young Yisrael had an unusually strong emotional relationship with God.’

Overall, there is very little detail about his early life as the encyclopedia says ‘The Besht’s life has @
been so adorned with fables and legends that a biography in the ordinary historical sense is not
possible.” We know more about his adult role when he became involved with the synagogue as a
caretaker. This gave him the the opportunity to study and develop in Judaism and he attained an
outstanding level of knowledge in the entire body of Jewish knowledge. Despite this achievement,

he lived a very simple life and the local townspeople were completely ignorant of his status.

He then got married but unfortunately and very sadly his wife passed away. Following the death of
his wife he moved to a town near Brody where he was given a job as a teacher, teaching very young
children. It was in Brody where he met Rabbi Ephraim of Brody and the Rabbi was so impressed with
Israel that he gave his daughter, Leah Rochel, in marriage to Israel. Rabbi Ephraim sadly died but his
wife’s brother Gershon Kitover was a major scholar and also a Rabbi. Gershon was not impressed
with Israel at first because of his meagre appearance. Together they moved away to a small
mountain village and Israel became a kept man whilst he spent his time in study and worship.

Finally, in 1734, at the age of thirty-six years, Rabbi Yisrael emerged as a self-proclaimed holy man
and was given the name Baal Shem Tov which means master of the name because of his excellent
reputation and then he moved to the Ukraine to live.

Besht, as he came to be known, was a charismatic leader and he inspired people to worship God and
keep his commandments in a simple but joyous way. His influence spread quickly through Ukraine
and through to Poland. Characteristic of his teachings were a simple lifestyle and singing and dancing
in worship. His movement became known as Hasidism which means ‘piety’ and reflects the idea of
living a pious life that centred on prayer, a love of God and love of others. He taught that even the
simplest Jew could access the teachings of Judaism as found in the Kabbalah.
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Sticky Note

Overall, an irrelevant answer which precisely matches the descriptor for L1 – that of a ‘very limited response, with little attempt to address the question’.

Band 1 -  4 marks ‘little attempt to answer
the question’



Sticky Note

Some candidates begin by explaining what they are going to do. Often it is just a repeat of the question and merits no credit. Sometimes, like here, the thrust of the question is changed leading to irrelevance.



Sticky Note

Unfortunately, these next four paragraphs are just biographical details about Besht. Whilst some of this may be relevant the majority s not; that which could be is not made so by referring to the ‘growth’ of
Hasidism.



Sticky Note

This paragraph highlights possible reasons for its ‘growth’i.e. the ‘distinctive features’ promised in the introduction; however, none of it is made
relevant to the question set.
















(a) Explain the growth of Hasidism in the time of Baal Shem Tov. [20]


























































5.(b) 'Baal Shem Tov ensured the survival of Judaism.'
Evaluate this view. [30]

There is a strong argument that recognises that here is no doubt that Hasidism played a key role of
preserving Talmudic study and traditional values during the Haskalah; however, Hasidism was not
the single factor in Judaism’s survival as the picture is much more complex than this. Judaism has
survived in many different forms and it would be inaccurate to say that this is solely down to the
work of Baal Shem Tov (Besht).

The major argument against this is the Reform movement within Judaism. The assimilation of Jews
within secular society after the Haskalah can be seen to be a development of Judaism into a stronger
more acceptable and adaptable format to deal with the modern world. This line of argument would
suggest that Judaism evolves and ‘Judaism’ per se has survived and has transformed through
development and adaptation to circumstances.

It seems that the debate here rests upon what we mean by the term ‘Judaism’. If by this term we
mean ‘traditional Orthodoxy’ then the argument supporting the claim that 'Baal Shem Tov ensured
the survival of Judaism’ becomes stronger for several reasons. Firstly, Hasidic Judaism is seen as the
stalwart of Jewish Orthodoxy with its close knit communities that preserve identity, its preservation
of true matriarchal lineage, its dress code and the preservation of traditional Jewish values. Indeed,
in historical terms, his reforms were universally accepted by the Jewish community and are firmly
grounded in Jewish tradition. It also might be argued that Judaism was in decline at the time of the
Baal Shem Tov and that there was a danger of Judaism being eradicated if it were not for the work of
Besht.

This line of argument would suggest that Baal Shem Tov revitalised Judaism and led to its
revitalisation and continued survival by enabling the less educated to be able to worship in a simple
manner with no need for scholarly Torah study. This was very important in difficult times when
access to such practices were restricted. At the time of Baal Shem Tov Judaism was in a low position
due to anti-Semitic attacks, low participation and lack of interest in the customs of traditional
Judaism, and that if it wasn’t for the alterations he made then Judaism might well have died out.

However, this is not the case and it is still growing today with some arguing that it is the truest form
of Judaism. Hasidism is still strong in many areas, particularly the U.S.A. where its numbers have
been increasing.

Nonetheless, as well as the argument from Reform Judaism regarding development and adaptation
of Judaism, there is the opposite argument presented by the Mitnagdim at the time who
emphasised traditional Torah study and worship. It could be said these were always the cornerstone
of Judaism and that it was these features that helped the survival of the religion. Indeed, the
Mitnagdim's opposition was based on tradition and this has certainly been a notable feature of
Jewish survival. Such an argument would suggest that Hasidism has altered the role of rebbe, seeing
a break with the traditional role of rabbi. Some have even claimed that the veneration of the rebbe
verged on idolatry and that this would have constituted breaking the covenant. If this is true then
this could also have led to the destruction of traditional Judaism.

In conclusion, it could be suggested that Basht and Hasidism is one of the contributory factors to the
preservation of traditional Judaism but it is certainly not the single contributory factor. From the
Reform perspective, it appears that Judaism will always survive because of the covenant and just
because Judaism has reformed and changed does not mean that it has not survived. As we have





seen, some would say main Orthodoxy or Reform Judaism are ‘truer’ forms that have survived.
Whatever the conclusion is drawn about its role in preserving Judaism, it is clear that the work of
Besht and Hasidism has enabled a specific type of Judaism to survive through to today.










5.(b) 'Baal Shem Tov ensured the survival of Judaism.'
Evaluate this view. [30]

This argument is suggesting that Basht (Baal Shem Tov) was the reason for Judaism to have survived
in the form that it is in today. | will look at some of the arguments that support this view and then
some of the arguments against this view. | will then draw a conclusion based upon the evidence and
argue my case.

The arguments for are as follows:

Baal Shem Tov enabled the less educated to be able to worship in a simple manner with no need for
scholarly Torah study and this renewed Judaism at the time.

It might be argued that Judaism was in decline at the time of the Baal Shem Tov and that Judaism
needed a shift in focus.

Hasidism is still strong in many areas, particularly the U.S.A. where its numbers have been
increasing.

He was a great leader with charismatic influence and so he revitalised Judaism.
The arguments against are as follows:

The Mitnagdim wanted to keep traditional Torah study and worship — as it was and it could be said
these were always the cornerstone of Judaism and that it was these features that helped the survival
of the religion not Besht.

Even at the time of the Baal Shem Tov it was recognised that his ways of worship were radical and
dangerous. It could be argued therefore that the more traditional aspects of Judaism that have
lasted are more significant.

The main argument against is that Hasidism has altered the role of rabbi into a close relationship so
that ordinary people need not do Torah study and so this is not in line with traditional Judaism. The
role and status of the rebbe could also be seen as idolatry by some and that this would have
constituted breaking the covenant. This could also have led to the destruction of traditional Judaism.

In conclusion:

There are strong and good arguments both for and against the statement. Some would support it
and some would argue against it as we have seen. | think that in light of the evidence, Besht did help
Judaism to survive but at the expense of changing it slightly.
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Band

Assessment Objective AO2- Part (b) questions 30 marks
Analyse and evaluate aspects of, and approaches to, religion and belief,
including their significance, influence and study.

25-30 marks

Confident critical analysis and perceptive evaluation of the issue.

A response that successfully identifies and thoroughly addresses the issues raised by the question set.
Thorough, sustained and clear views are given, supported by extensive, detailed reasoning and/or evidence.
The views of scholars/schools of thought are used extensively, appropriately and in context.

Confident and perceptive analysis of the nature of connections between the various elements of the
approaches studied.

Thorough and accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context.

19-24 marks

Purposeful analysis and effective evaluation of the issue.

The main issues raised by the question are identified successfully and addressed.

The views given are clearly supported by detailed reasoning and/or evidence.

Views of scholars/schools of thought are used appropriately and in context.

Purposeful analsysis of the nature of connections between the various elements of the approaches studied.
Accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context.

13-18 marks

Satisfactory analysis and relevant evaluation of the issue.

Most of the issues raised by the question are identified successfully and have generally been addressed.
Most of the views given are satisfactorily supported by reasoning and/or evidence.

Views of scholars/schools of thought are generally used appropriately and in context.

Sensible analysis of the nature of connections between the various elements of the approaches studied.
Mainly accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context.

7-12 marks

Some valid analysis and inconsistent evaluation of the issue.

A limited number of issues raised by the question set are identified and partially addressed.

A basic attempt to justify the views given, but they are only partially supported with reason and/or evidence.
Basic use of the views of scholars/schools of thought appropriately and in context.

Makes some analysis of the nature of connections between the various elements of the approaches studied.
Some accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context.

1-6 marks

A basic analysis and limited evaluation of the issue.

An attempt has been made to identify and address the issues raised by the question set.

Little attempt to justify a view with reasoning or evidence.

Little or no use of the views of scholars/schools of thought.

Limited analysis of the nature of connections between the various elements of the approaches studied.
Some use of basic specialist language and vocabulary.

No relevant analysis or evaluation.

© WJEC CBAC Ltd.
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5 (b)

© WJEC CBAC Ltd.

'Baal Shem Tov ensured the survival of Judaism.'
Evaluate this view. [AO2 30]

Candidates could include some or all of the following, but other relevant
points should be credited.

Candidates might argue that the Baal Shem Tov’s contribution revitalised
Judaism and led to its continued survival by enabling the less educated to
be able to worship in a simple manner with no need for scholarly Torah
study.

Hasidic communities today still hold true to his vital contribution.
Hasidism is still strong in many areas, particularly the U.S.A. where its
numbers have been increasing.

Historically, his reforms were universally accepted by the Jewish
community. It might be argued that Judaism was in decline at the time of
the Baal Shem Tov and that Judaism needed a shift in focus.

As a great leader with charismatic influence, he ensured that Judaism was
able to be revitalised.

At the time of Baal Shem Tov Judaism was in a low position due to anti-
Semitic attacks, low participation and lack of interest in the customs of
traditional Judaism, and that if it wasn’t for the alterations he made then
Judaism might well have died out.

However, the Mitnagdim emphasised traditional Torah study and worship
— it could be said these were always the cornerstone of Judaism and that
it was these features that helped the survival of the religion.

The Mitnagdim's opposition was based on tradition and this has certainly
been a notable feature of Jewish survival.

Even at the time of the Baal Shem Tov it was recognised that his ways of
worship were radical and dangerous. Some may say that Judaism
needed this radical change, whilst others might look to the more traditional
aspects of Judaism that had lasted for at least a millennia and say that
they were more significant.

Hasidism has altered the role of rebbe, seeing a break with the traditional
role of rebbe. For many, the close relationship with the rebbe meant that
ordinary people need not engage in Torah study. However, others have
claimed that the veneration of the rebbe verged on idolatry and that this
would have constituted breaking the covenant. This could also have led
to the destruction of traditional Judaism.

Overall, candidates should engage with the debate and come to a
substantiated evaluation regarding the issue raised.










5.(b) 'Baal Shem Tov ensured the survival of Judaism.'
Evaluate this view. [30]

There is a strong argument that recognises that here is no doubt that Hasidism played a key role of
preserving Talmudic study and traditional values during the Haskalah; however, Hasidism was not

the single factor in Judaism’s survival as the picture is much more complex than this. Judaism has
survived in many different forms and it would be inaccurate to say that this is solely down to the @
work of Baal Shem Tov (Besht).

The major argument against this is the Reform movement within Judaism. The assimilation of Jews
within secular society after the Haskalah can be seen to be a development of Judaism into a stronger
more acceptable and adaptable format to deal with the modern world. This line of argument would
suggest that Judaism evolves and ‘Judaism’ per se has survived and has transformed through
development and adaptation to circumstances.

It seems that the debate here rests upon what we mean by the term ‘Judaism’. If by this term we
mean ‘traditional Orthodoxy’ then the argument supporting the claim that '‘Baal Shem Tov ensured
the survival of Judaism’ becomes stronger for several reasons. Firstly, Hasidic Judaism is seen as the
stalwart of Jewish Orthodoxy with its close knit communities that preserve identity, its preservation
of true matriarchal lineage, its dress code and the preservation of traditional Jewish values. Indeed,
in historical terms, his reforms were universally accepted by the Jewish community and are firmly
grounded in Jewish tradition. It also might be argued that Judaism was in decline at the time of the
Baal Shem Tov and that there was a danger of Judaism being eradicated if it were not for the work of
Besht.

This line of argument would suggest that Baal Shem Tov revitalised Judaism and led to its

revitalisation and continued survival by enabling the less educated to be able to worship in a simple
manner with no need for scholarly Torah study. This was very important in difficult times when

access to such practices were restricted. At the time of Baal Shem Tov Judaism was in a low positio@|
due to anti-Semitic attacks, low participation and lack of interest in the customs of traditional

Judaism, and that if it wasn’t for the alterations he made then Judaism might well have died out.

However, this is not the case and it is still growing today with some arguing that it is the truest form
of Judaism. Hasidism is still strong in many areas, particularly the U.S.A. where its numbers have‘@
been increasing.

Nonetheless, as well as the argument from Reform Judaism regarding development and adaptation

of Judaism, there is the opposite argument presented by the Mitnagdim at the time who

emphasised traditional Torah study and worship. It could be said these were always the cornerstone
of Judaism and that it was these features that helped the survival of the religion. Indeed, the
Mitnagdim's opposition was based on tradition and this has certainly been a notable feature of
Jewish survival. Such an argument would suggest that Hasidism has altered the role of rebbe, seeing

a break with the traditional role of rabbi. Some have even claimed that the veneration of the rebbe
verged on idolatry and that this would have constituted breaking the covenant. If this is true then @
this could also have led to the destruction of traditional Judaism.

In conclusion, it could be suggested that Basht and Hasidism is one of the contributory factors to the
preservation of traditional Judaism but it is certainly not the single contributory factor. From the
Reform perspective, it appears that Judaism will always survive because of the covenant and just
because Judaism has reformed and changed does not mean that it has not survived. As we have
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seen, some would say main Orthodoxy or Reform Judaism are ‘truer’ forms that have survived.
Whatever the conclusion is drawn about its role in preserving Judaism, it is clear that the work of
Besht and Hasidism has enabled a specific type of Judaism to survive through to today. @
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5.(b) 'Baal Shem Tov ensured the survival of Judaism.'
Evaluate this view. [30]

This argument is suggesting that Basht (Baal Shem Tov) was the reason for Judaism to have survived@
in the form that it is in today. | will look at some of the arguments that support this view and then
some of the arguments against this view. | will then draw a conclusion based upon the evidence and

argue my case. @

The arguments for are as follows:

Baal Shem Tov enabled the less educated to be able to worship in a simple manner with no need for
scholarly Torah study and this renewed Judaism at the time.

It might be argued that Judaism was in decline at the time of the Baal Shem Tov and that Judaism
needed a shift in focus. @

Hasidism is still strong in many areas, particularly the U.S.A. where its numbers have been
increasing.

He was a great leader with charismatic influence and so he revitalised Judaism.
The arguments against are as follows:

The Mitnagdim wanted to keep traditional Torah study and worship — as it was and it could be said
these were always the cornerstone of Judaism and that it was these features that helped the survival
of the religion not Besht.

Even at the time of the Baal Shem Tov it was recognised that his ways of worship were radical and
dangerous. It could be argued therefore that the more traditional aspects of Judaism that have
lasted are more significant.

The main argument against is that Hasidism has altered the role of rabbi into a close relationship so
that ordinary people need not do Torah study and so this is not in line with traditional Judaism. Th

role and status of the rebbe could also be seen as idolatry by some and that this would have @
constituted breaking the covenant. This could also have led to the destruction of traditional Judaism.

In conclusion:

There are strong and good arguments both for and against the statement. Some would support it
and some would argue against it as we have seen. | think that in light of the evidence, Besht did h
Judaism to survive but at the expense of changing it slightly.
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(b) '‘Baal Shem Tov ensured the survival of Judaism.'
Evaluate this view. [30]

























































































